
Costume Guidelines  
NISD Nerdvana Con is a family friendly event. All costumes worn or sold must be 
suitable for public display and follow NISD dress code. NISD staff reserves the right to 
insist on costume modifications. Shoes must be worn at all times. Masks must be 
removed prior to entrance and may not be worn in the building. 
Prop Guidelines  
Props will be allowed providing they are composed of foam or cardboard only and do not 
resemble the weapons guidelines below. 
Misuse of a prop or engaging in any type of inappropriate behavior (fighting, sparring, 
horseplay) will result in the immediate removal of the prop and/or cosplayer. All props 
are subject to review by NISD staff. All inappropriate items will be asked to be remove 
from premises or stored in your vehicle. 
 
Weapon policy 
Participants must abide by the NISD weapons policy outlined below.  
The following items WILL NOT BE ALLOWED UNDER ANY 
CIRCUMSTANCES 
 
Weapons shall include, but are not limited to, the following: 

1. Armor-piercing ammunition means handgun ammunition that is designed 
primarily for the purpose of penetrating metal or body armor and to be used 
principally in pistols and revolvers.  

2. Chemical dispensing device means a device, other than a small chemical 
dispenser sold commercially for personal protection, that is designed, made, or 
adapted for the purpose of causing an adverse psychological or physiological 
effect on a human being.  

3. Chinese Star or Chinese Throwing Star means a hand instrument, typically in a 
star shape with sharp points, designed to cut or stab another by being thrown.  

4. Club means an instrument that is specially designed, made or adapted for the 
purpose of inflicting serious bodily injury or death by striking a person with the 
instrument, and includes but is not limited to mace, a blackjack, nightstick, or 
tomahawk. Numchucks, boekens, and boomerangs are also examples of clubs.  

5. Destructive device means any explosive, incendiary, or poison gas bomb, 
grenade, rocket having a propellant charge of more than four ounces, missile 
having an explosive or incendiary charge of more than one quarter ounce, mine, 
or device similar to any of the preceding described devices. It also means any type 
of weapon (other than a shotgun shell or a shotgun that is generally recognized as 
particularly suitable for sporting purposes) by whatever name known which will, 
or which may be readily converted to, expel a projectile by the action of an 
explosive or other propellant, and which has any barrel with a bore of more than 
one-half inch in diameter; and any combination of parts either designed or 
intended for use in converting any device into a destructive device as described in 
this item, and from which a destructive device may be readily assembled.  

6. Explosive weapon means any explosive or incendiary bomb, grenade, rocket, or 
mine, that is designated, made, or adapted for the purpose of inflicting serious 
bodily injury, death, or substantial property damage, or for the principle purpose 
of causing such a loud report as to cause undue public alarm or terror, and 



includes a device designed, made, or adapted for delivery or shooting an 
explosive weapon.  

7. Firearm means any device designed, made, or adapted to expel a projectile 
through a barrel by using the energy generated by an explosion or burning 
substance or any device readily convertible to that use.  

a. Any weapon (including a starter gun), which will or is designed to or which may 
readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of the explosive;  
b. the frame or receiver of any such weapon;  
c. any firearm muffler or firearm silencer; or  
d. any destructive device.  
8. Firearm silencer means any device designed, made or adapted to muffle the report 
of a firearm.  
9. Handgun means any firearm that is designed, made, or adapted to be fired with 
one hand.  
10. Hoax bomb means a device that:  
a. reasonably appears to be an explosive or incendiary device; or  
b. by its design causes alarm or reaction of any type by an official of a public safety 
agency or a volunteer agency organized to deal with emergencies.  
11. Knife means any bladed hand instrument that is capable of inflicting serious 
bodily injury or death by cutting or stabbing a person with the instrument.  
12. Illegal knife means a:  
a. knife with a blade over five and one-half inches;  
b. a hand instrument designed to cut or stab another by being thrown such as a 
Chinese Star;  
c. dagger, including but not limited to a dirk, stiletto, and poniard;  
d. Bowie knife, sword, or spear.  
13. Switchblade knife includes any knife that has a blade that folds, closes, or retracts 
into the handle or sheath, and that:  

• (1) opens automatically by pressure applied to a button or other device 
located on the handle; or  

• (2) opens or releases a blade from the handle or sheath by the force of 
gravity or by the application of centrifugal force (example: a butterfly 
knife or gravity knife);  

14. Knuckles means any instrument that consists of finger rings or guards made of a 
hard substance and that is designed, made, or adapted for the purpose of inflicting serious 
bodily injury or death by striking a person with a fist enclosed in the knuckles.  
15. Machine gun means any firearm that is capable of shooting more than two shots 
automatically, without manual reloading by a single function of the trigger.  
16. Short-barrel firearm means a rifle with a barrel length of less than 16 inches or a 
shotgun with a barrel length of less than 18 inches, or any weapon made from a shotgun 
or rifle if, as altered, it has an overall length of less than 26 inches.  
17. Zip gun means a device or combination of devices that was not originally a 
firearm and is adapted to expel a projectile through a smooth-bore or rifle-bore barrel by 
using the energy generated by an explosion or burning substance.  
18. Tire deflation device as defined by TPC 6.01.  
 
Other weapons not permitted by Northside School District Policies are listed below. 



1. BB guns 
2. Pellet guns 
3. CO2 and air powered guns 
4. Guns using gunpowder to expel a projectile. 
5. Explosives 
6. Razors 
7. Fixed blade or lock blade knives 
8. A switchblade knife to include a butterfly knife 
9. Stun guns or Tasers 
10. Chemical dispensers sold commercially for personal protection which are not 

covered by the Texas Penal Code (example: Mace, pepper spray, etc.) 
11. Sling shots 
12. Pen/pocket knives 
13. Tranquilizer guns 
14. Laser guns 
15. Laser pens or pointers 
16. Chains 
17. Fireworks of any kind. 
18. Any other object used in a way that threatens or inflicts bodily injury on another 

person. 
*NISD reserves the right to ask any participant to remove any product that is in 
violation of the above terms, is defective, offensive or inappropriate, or has received 
multiple complaints.   
 
	  


